Holy Redeemer Parish Pastoral Council Meeting

April 2nd, 2008 Minutes
Present:   Mireille Church


    Florence Hanna


    Blair Malis

                Sharron Quinn

    Dave Roberts

    Katie Roberts

    Fr. Paul Shepherd

    Anna Marie Young

1. Prayer

2. Adoption of minutes from last meeting with corrections (Ladies Auxiliary was disbanded in 1999) motioned by Florence H.., seconded by Sharron Q.

3. Introduction of Katie Roberts by Anna Marie

Anna Marie explains she made an executive decision to invite Katie Roberts who came forward to offer her services as the PPC Youth Representative.  Katie introduced herself briefly after Fr. Paul Shepherd supported her presence tonight to come investigate if this is for her.  She said she felt honored to have the opportunity to be the Youth Rep for PPC.  She attended Sr and Jr Youth Groups.  She believes it’s important to instill faith at a young age which will contribute to shape the leaders of tomorrow.  Very interested to rpomote the views of the youth of the parish, would like to see more outreach, to see faith put into practice .  At a leadership Camp this past summer, she found it very inspirational and helped her setting goals and achieving them.  Heard stories of people who inspired her to go to her trip this summer in Mexico in order to put what you believe into action.

Defining her role as Youth Rep:  will be responsible to keep present at PPC meeting, keeping PPC focused on youth and promote ideas important to youth.  Not her position to report on Youth Groups.

She was one of the first candidates that came to mind for filling the Youth Representative vacancy, we weldome Katie Roberts to PPC.

4. Pastor’s Report

Easter Vigil reception went well with less money than expected.

Consecration of Holy Spirit parish church in Stittsville on March 31st.  Fr. Paul attended and noticed their wonderful projection system and will investigate if this could meet our needs.  Some 30 to 50 parishioners of Holy Redeemer may have moved to Holy Spirit as a result of the construction of a new church.  Probably 10% of our population will leave.

Noteworthy was the number of participants at Easter:

Noon mass on Good Friday, there was no one in the hall;

3 pm on Good Friday: about 150 were in the hall

On Easter morning the 11 am mass at Holy Trinity had about 600.

The Easter Vigil was better attended than previous years.

5. Youth Report
Mireille reported that the Archbishop will be coming to celebrate mass on April 27th at 7 pm to confirm a few youngsters and also to bless the WYD pilgrims.  Moreover, the pilgrims’ parents will host the Archbishop at a dinner with the pilgrims so they can get better acquainted before the trip to Australia.  A sweatshirt will be given to them to represent the parish.  Fr. Paul mentioned that the Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner brought in  $1100 which may provide a potential budget for WYD t-shirts. 

Other WYD events are a garage sale scheduled to May 3rd, a playoff-spaghetti dinner (presently on hold because of playoffs uncertainties) and also a youth rock concert on May 16th at St-Remi parish hosted with Challenge movement.

Anna Marie is collecting flags and pins of Canada from John Baird, P. Lepoilievre for the pilgreims to bring and exchange in Australia.
6. Retreat

Both Anna Marie and Mireille presented a list of possible locations and prices.  Nothing conclusive but Anna Marie proposed to finalize the reservation shortly.  Fr. Paul preferred we did not want the retreat to be located too far for the first time.  Invitations will be extended to Melissa Delaney, Lewis Seaward, a parishioner studying for permanent deaconate, Fr. T. Donahue possibly and Cathy Moloney or Claire Cheesman.  Budget should not go beyond $1,000 to cover stipend to guest speaker.  Schedule would be from 9:30 am to 5pm followed by mass together.  Flo suggested participants paid for their own food but Fr. Paul preferred that the church pays for the first time.

Sharron volunteered to help out with establishing an agenda with Fr. Paul shortly.  Fr. Paul will be in charge to negotiate with the guest speaker on ways and means of theme to carry oner from Synod.  PPC doesn’t have to “work” at the retreat, not as facilitators.  Mireille will ask Ryan Larose for his availability.  
7. AGM and Volunteer Appreciation Night

The AGM has traditionally been held the 3rd Wednesday in June.  Fr. Paul doesn’t mind if PPC selects another date.  The AGM is a good occasion to combine with the Volunteer Appreciation night.   
