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Soints omong Us

Dear brotheE and sste6 inChrist,

on o.tober 17, rhe Noty cro$ retiqious BrotherAndr€ (aliied B4sette) wiltbe
proclaimed asaint by Pope Beneiictxvl, the fiut native-born canadian mate to rea.h

Brother Andre wj[ be 4oursajnt," d manyCanadian, have heard ofhealings
through his approach to God thrcugh st. Joseph orbe,.n helped by bringng petitions to
him. Slch heatings were not on(y physicaL, however, for many received comfort rrom
the sjmple words ol encouacement of this hunble seRant of the Lord.

My grandnother, a widow with ten children, spoke of the consolation her
meeting with srothei Andr6 had siven her, I have heard othe6 speak of the impact of
Brother Andr€ in the Lives of th6e dear to them.

with othe6 imm ourArchdiocese, lwiu attend the c a nonization ceremony i n
Rome and the lras of Thankrcivine at ̂ ,\oftreal! Olympic Stadilm on October l0- We
witl hotd our own evenins &as of Thankscjvine in Notre Dame Cathedral Bditica on
the Feast Day oI Brother Andr6, January 6, 2011. Plan rcw to attend,

Four hundred yeau ago next nonth, on October3,1610,5t. Gabriel Latemant
was born- Eighty yeats ago, on theSolemnity ofthe Sa-ed feart of Jesus in Jlne
1910, he was among the eight 3aints canonized as the CanadianMarty6. They were"our saintv'too, having played a keyrolein the evangetization of the Native Peoptes.

Thinking about these'saints anong ul'teads me to sharewith you a few
thoughtsonthecal t tohol ine$, thethemeforour20l0-20r lPastoratYear-Sincethe
catl to be holy calls us to b€ saints, they offer imponant ctues on how to gile
oufielvs over to God s witt in ou. uves,
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In the2lstcenturywe may hear more about.el€brities s!.h a5 moviesta6,
athletes and even some reliqious teade6. Veneration of the saints is something
dilterent. We recognize inthem something uniqFand exvaordinary, adifrension
difterent from wo dty heroes and idoLs,

6od makes us feet His prsence in thesaints; in them He rpeaG to 6 and
shos 6 how to.ontinue the missionofNn Son. And the ChurchSdevotion to the
saints reminds 6 to fotlow their example, to follow then whole.hearted r6ponse to
the grace of their.alLing,

The Second Vatican Council explained that the Church recognizes people as
saints b*ause they have ben perfstty transiomed into the image ofChrist.

Thetransparent holine$ ofthe sainrs G hard to define bui easy ro recognize.
Whenwe tookatthem, wecat.h a glimp6e ofGod. we sense the sanequatities,
attitudes and behaviourthat God first made manifest in Jes6 Chnst, the son of God

P€ople of faith admte saints for remindi.g them of Go! s promjse and
presence- Those without faith, or with a seldom 6ed faith, sometim€s fe.i uneasv
when the sajnts remind them how they ought to be living then lives.

An important aspect olour call to be holy it facin€ olr own weakn4ses and
sins and, fouowing a tong church tradition, makins reparation tor them and for those
ot other membe6 of the Church.

Let us suppori one another in prayer that each of Ls may heed God\ call to
answer eachin hisorher uniale wav the univerealcatl to hotrnes.

Terence Prendergast, S,J.
Archbishop of Ottawa

septenber26,2010
Feast Day of the Canadian Marty6

Because I have been asked by the Holy s€e to lead an apostolic visnation to the
Archdi(ese of Tuam d part of ihe Church in lretandt heatiig lrom the terrjble
scandal of cterical abuse, Iam gojng to devote the F st Friday of each month iiom
october2010toJune2011 asa5pecia ldayof  prayerandfat ing.  r inv teyoual l ro
join me in thjs penitentia I €xercise, in whatever lorm of prayer and penanceyou

will be prayingnot onlyfor ihe Church in keland but at home as welt, praying
for heatingin sotidarity wjih all!ictims of abuse, and askine God to give perpetratou
of ablse the grace to.epent an! to accept the couue oi justice along with His mer.].


